
Sordo Madaleno Arquitectos brings a fresh modernist perspective to Mexican resort 
design with the Solaz Los Cabos in Baja California
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In Baja California, the Sea of Cortés coast 
from Cabo San Lucas on north is peppered 
with resort hotels. In style they tend to be 
either steroidal haciendas or monumental 
hulks. By contrast, the new Solaz Los Cabos is 
a refreshing example of Mexican modernismo. 
No surprise, then, that it is the work of Sordo 
Madaleno Arquitectos, a firm founded in 1937 
by pioneering modernist architect Juan Sordo 
Madaleno and known since for award-winning 
hotel design.

This one began with thoughtful site plan-
ning. “Instead of making the building in back 
a big wall, we broke it up to bring down the 
scale and admit more views and breeze,” ex-
plains SMA architecture director (and grand-
son of the founder) Javier Sordo Madaleno de Haro. “But though we broke up the project into different pieces, we treated it as a 
whole and maintained a similar look throughout the property.” The materials palette, which unifies the design and integrates it 
with the sere setting, is an organic mix of quarry stone, travertine, granite, and huanacaxtle, a tropical hardwood used to clad 
much of the exterior. All had to be both attractive and able to weather the elements in a complex with many alfresco areas.

Despite its size, the 1,615,000-square-foot resort seems nestled against the oceanfront hillside. Spaced apart and set at an-
gles to each other, the five principal and highest-elevated buildings—six-story volumes that stretch in a broken chain across the 
top of the property—have an airy, relaxed quality. The low-rise buildings on the slope below—laid out in undulating, wavelike 
rows—house rooms with private entrance patios (an echo of the courtyards common in Mexican residential architecture) and 
green roofs landscaped with desert plants, many endemic to Baja. The terraced rows step down the 33-acre site, giving sea 
views to all accommodations, which include 128 hotel rooms, 147 time-share villas, and 21 full-floor residences, which are in 
three nine-story towers set to one side. The traditional beachfront-hotel division of rooms—ocean view or garden view—is 
overturned here: Because of the green roofs, most rooms enjoy both. Diverse and visually striking, the landscaping has been 
dubbed a “dry jungle.” 

Previous spread: At the Solaz Los Cabos, a 33-acre resort by Sordo Madaleno Arquitectos on 
Mexico’s Baja California peninsula, a passageway entirely sheathed in travertine marble frames a 
painterly view of the Sea of Cortés. 

Top, from left: Mexican artist César López Negrete created the hotel lobby’s sculptural wood 
furniture and wall relief depicting the Baja peninsula. Cardón Barbón cacti form an allée leading to 
the entry of the beachfront Mako restaurant. In the lobby, custom check-in and concierge stations 
feature desks with underlighting.

Bottom: By locating many rooms in low-rise, green-roof buildings that step down in curving 
terraces to the beach, the resort provides all guest accommodations with gulf vistas.
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The lobby establishes a grand feeling of arrival with a great sweep of high-ceilinged, open-air space that encompasses sea 
views and reflecting pools. Throughout the property, clean-lined contemporary furniture complements the architecture. The 
design deploys a couple of timeless ways of beating the heat south of the border: the large hammocks strung up on room ter-
races and the woven-reed panels that shade them. Plant-lined walkways doubling as breezeways lead to beachfront facilities. 
Among the latter are two 165-foot infinity pools and a 10,000-square-foot spa. “For longer stays especially, guests today want 
more options for dining and recreation,” Madaleno de Haro notes. The property harbors a half-dozen eating venues as well as 
a fitness center, beach club, kid’s activity center, expansive meeting facilities, and the obligatory swim-up bar.

“Looking forward, we see wellness and culture as two key factors in hospitality,” the architect continues. “They are ways to 
differentiate a property. We’re now creating a 
culture experience in all our hospitality and 
mixed-use projects.” For the Solaz, SMA 
commissioned Mexican artist César López 
Negrete to create myriad artworks for public 
spaces and guest rooms, from wall murals 
and reliefs and metal sculptures to photogra-
phy and seating fashioned from raw timber. 
Numbering more than 400 pieces in total, 
they are all inspired by the artist’s travels in 
the Baja peninsula and his love of the region’s 
history and traditions. The other cultural com-
ponent is El Gabinete del Barco, an informa-
tive, fanciful museum-cum-chamber of curiosi-
ties. It pays tribute to 18th-century Baja chron-
icler Miguel del Barco with historical maps and 
other artifacts, including a 40-foot-long whale 
skeleton suspended from the ceiling. 

Water features—another unifying element 
found throughout the property—are a cooling 
counterpoint to the desert environment and 
enhance the sense of the Solaz as an oasis. 
Each of the resort’s various outdoor swimming 
pools is lined with butterfly green granite, 
which turns them into visual extensions of 
the emerald Sea of Cortés. Many rooms have 
terraces with private plunge pools, while 
the beachfront spa offers saltwater thalasso
therapy treatments.

Viewed from the inland side, the Solaz Los 
Cabos’s staggered upper volumes have a dy-
namic appeal, accentuated by sun-screening 
wooden ribs and bright strips of light at 
night. “We make each of our hotel designs 

Opposite: Rooms in the terraced section enjoy private 
plunge pools screened by cactus palisades and woven-
reed panels and pergolas. 

Top: Bamboo decking surrounds the pool that tops one 
of the nine-story residence towers. Center: In the time-
share lobby, floor-to-ceiling fiberglass-clad panels pivot 
to admit sea breezes and views of the garden. Bottom: 
Blocks of Himalayan rock salt form a cylindrical cabin in 
the spa. 
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distinctive, to reflect the context and condi-
tions,” Madaleno de Haro says. “With this one 
we wanted to change the game in Baja, to 
show that visitors can find contemporary 
design very enjoyable.” 

PROJECT TEAM JAVIER SORDO MADALENO BRINGAS; 

ALEJANDRO COETO; BORIS PENA; ALEJANDRO ESPEJEL; 

CÁNDIDO HERNÁNDEZ; LUIS PUCHETA; IOVANY FUENTES; 

DAVID PAZOS; MIGUEL BARANDA; MARCO PUCHETA; 

SANTIAGO GARCÍA DE LETONA; GIORDANA ROJAS; DANIELA 

CAMARENA; CARLOS NUÑEZ; FRANCISCO BARRERA; NADIA 

BORRÁS; ENRIQUE RALPH; GUILLERMO MÁRQUEZ; GREG 

LEINER; PILAR OCEJO; GABRIELA MONDRAGÓN; ANDONI 

BARCÓN; HÉCTOR GALAZ; MARIPAZ COTO; MELISSA PEÑA; 

ROSSY LEÓN; LUZ EDITH OSUNA; KESHIN FUHRMANN; 

INGRID FLORES; FERNANDA PATIÑO; REGINA JARQUE; 

ALEJANDRO GÓMEZ-MONCADA; MARCIA MEJÍA; MIGUEL 

GALINDO; CRISTINA RAMOS; ALEJANDRA ANGELES: SORDO 

MADALENO ARQUITECTOS. GABAYET 101 PAISAJE: LAND­

SCAPING CONSULTANT. LUZ Y FORMA: LIGHTING CONSUL­

TANT. OMAR SAAD: ACOUSTIC CONSULTANT. ING. JAIME 

PALACIOS: STRUCTURAL ENGINEER. CIEN ACRES: MEP. 

AFIBRA DE MÉXICO: WOODWORK. MARMOLES GRUPO ARCA: 

STONEWORK. QUINTA DEL GOLFO DE CORTÉS S.A. DE C.V.: 

GENERAL CONTRACTOR.

PRODUCT SOURCES

FROM FRONT ESRAWE: ARMCHAIRS (HOTEL LOBBY). ATELIER 

CENTRAL: ROUND COFFEE TABLE. BOZOVICH: FLOORBOARDS. 

KETTAL: CHAISE LONGUES, SIDE TABLES (ROOFTOP), SOFAS, 

ROCKING CHAIRS (BALCONY). HUNTER DOUGLAS: DECKING 

(ROOFTOP), DECKING, CEILING (BALCONY). CUCHARA DISEÑO: 

ROCKING CHAIRS (TIME-SHARE LOBBY). POINT: MODULAR 

SOFA. ITECON: CABIN, FILLERS (SPA). PORCELANOSA: 

CEILING TILES. DUPUIS: ARMCHAIRS, SOFAS, COFFEE TABLE 

(LIVING AREA). EXPORMIM: SWING CHAIRS (RESTAURANT). 

ANDREU WORLD: SOFAS. TRICONFORT: DINING CHAIRS, 

DINING TABLES. VIXI MÉXICO: ROPE INSTALLATION. 

THROUGHOUT PANORAMAH: GLASS DOORS, GLASS 

RAILINGS. SHERWIN-WILLIAMS COMPANY: PAINT. 

This spread: Steel railings and a fiberglass pergola cast shadows on a hotel walkway.

Inset top: In a full-floor tower residence, sliding glass doors open the living area to the 
wraparound balcony. Inset center: A whale skeleton is among many artifacts displayed 
in El Gabinete del Barco, a chamber of Baja-related historical artifacts and curiosities. 
Inset bottom: A rope installation hangs above a conversation pit on the dining terrace  
of Mako restaurant.
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