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The glam island where supermodels and Spanish royals play
By Jeff Book

Bamy, palmy Mallorca is a magnet for what
used tobe called the jet set, asits elegant shops
and restaurants and smartly renovated vilas
can attest, Of course, package-tour hordes st
flock to high-rise hotels on the Bay of Paima.
relics of amisguided building boom that peaked
Inthe 1970s, but in recent years development
has been restricted, preserving the island's nats
ural beauty and the charm of its villages. A%
1,400 square miles, this largest of the Baleane
Islands off Spain’s eastern coast is big enough
to escape the madding crowds yet smak

X enough for leisurely exploration.
°'°°n“.'.’l’s°."é’£'.'°'§,"; ;;u:':‘:: L Culturally, Mallorca is a tapestry of influences
crop of lemons. Forn des Teatre R The island, an easy pit stop on Mediterranean
c”&i’ﬁ&l:f.ﬂ‘w“&':f','.%‘i.‘ws.: L trade routes, had passed through the hangs
played (in more ways than one). s of the Phoenicians, Greeks, Carthaginians
Romans, Vandals, and Byzantines before the
Moors arrived in 707 and stayed until Catalan &
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mallorca

King Jaume | took over in the 13th century.
Although Mallorca broke free in 1229 to become
an independent kingdom, self-government did
not last long: Aragon incorporated the island
in the 14th century. Today it's a favorite of the
Spanish royal famity, which traditionally spends
every August here, making the paparazzi work
overtime to catch Prince Felipe with his latest
flame or a glimpse of his brother-in-law Inaki
Urdangarin, the Basque Otympian. (Mallorca is
a celebrity playground too—Michael Douglas
and Catherine Zeta-Jones, Annie Lennox, and
Claudia Schiffer own villas here.)

The capital city, Paima de Mallorca, remains
Catalan in character to this day, its harbor dom-
inated by La Seu cathedral, a Catalan Gothic
masterpiece. Its vast, dark interior contains
the sinuous Crown of Thorns altar cancpy.
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Clockwise from top: The vil-
lage of Deia, home of novelist
Robert Graves. Glassblowers
at work. Castell del Belver in
Palma de Mallorca. Mallorca's
roba de llengues woven cot-
tons. An almond orchard in a
field of wildflowers.




mallorca

From top: The now
dry Banys Arabs. Cala
Deid, a rocky beach
near the village of
Deia. George Sand’s
sleeping quarters at
Sa Cartuja monastery.

What to See

The country code is 34; dial area code 971
before the local number. Towns are noted.

* Banys Arabs (Arab baths), Carrer de
Can Serra 7, Palma, 721-540

* Casa March Sculpture Garden, Cala
Ratjada, 563-033 (for reservations;
closed until June or July)

* Coves del Drac, Carretera Cuevas,

Porto Cristo, 820-753

= Fundaci6 Pilar i Joan Miré, Joan de
Saridakis 29, Cala Major, 701-420

* Sa Cartuja Monastery, Placa de las
Cartujas, Valldemossa, 612-106

added in the early 20th century by architect
Antonio Gaudi, the biggest name in Catalan
Art Nouveau. (Palma has some exuberant
buildings in this style, known as Modernismo,
designed by Gaudi acolytes.) For more archi-
tectural splendor, visit Palau de I'Almudaina,
the royal palace, which features a harmonious
fusion of Islamic and Gothic styles, as well as
the 14th-century courtyards of Castell de Beliver
and Basilica de Sant Francesc.

East of the cathedral, in Palma’s mazy Gothic
quarter, Renaissance-style townhouses sur-
round the now dry 11th-century Arab baths.
On Avinguda Jaume lIl, fashionable shops
display stylish Spanish clothing alongside in-
ternational brands like Benetton and Cartier.
The tree-lined promenade Passeig des Born
has inviting sidewalk cafés, while the area east
of it and south of the grand arcaded Plaga
Major is a shoppers’ paradise chockablock
with clothing and jewelry boutiques, antiques
stores, and design showrooms.

Visitors often don’t venture far from Mallorca’s
o coast, with its pleasure ports and miles of tidy
Luxury at Your Feet beaches, yet many of the island’s best features
lieinland. The Serra de Tramuntana, amoun- :

(text continues on page 130)

hat carry Habidecor Rugs
area, call 1.800.588 8565
WWW NaDIcecor com
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This page, clockwise from top:
A seaside villa in Valldemossa.
Coconut Company, a home-
furnishings shop in Manacor.
A salon in Palau d'Almudaina,

built for Jaume [ in the 14th

century and now a retreat for

| the Spanish royal family. Facing
i page: A rustic bar in Palma.

The fascination with a surface
lies in the story behind it.




Where to Shop
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kitchen architecture

Jerrold E. Lomax, Archite




